Localization of fibronectin in the initial lymphatics and blood vessels of normal human skin: an immunoelectron microscopic investigation.
The initial lymphatics of the human skin do not possess a basal lamina, but a subendothelial fibrous network, of which we do not know the biochemical and immunohistological composition. We investigated the wall of blood vessels and initial lymphatics in normal human skin for the presence of fibronectin by immunoelectron microscopy. We found discontinuous linear subendothelial diaminobenzidine (DAB) reaction products in both blood vessels and lymphatics. In addition fibronectin could be found at the anchoring fibrils of the initial lymphatics.